
With the new administration 
and 111th Congress only a 

few weeks old, there are many is-
sues - not the least of which involves 
our economy - that need their atten-
tion. One topic we are sure to hear 
more about is our nation’s environ-
mental challenges and energy policy. 

As these energy discussions oc-
cur, it is critical that you and I stay informed and 
engaged. On numerous occasions in the past I 
have written in this column that we, as an electric 
cooperative, want to do our part to use energy 
as efficiently as possible; however, we also want 
to make sure there is a balanced approach to the 
decisions made in Washington.   

Some of the administration’s energy and en-
vironmental positions address greenhouse gas 
reductions, which include clean energy projects, 
carbon capture and storage, a cap and trade sys-
tem and renewable energy credits. To reach the 
proposed renewable standards, our country must 
invest in researching and developing the neces-
sary technology that it will take to achieve the 
goals. At the same time, Congress needs to under-
stand the effects - especially if consumer costs are 
increased - that federal regulations will cause. 

Over the next 10 years, $150 billion is expected 
to be allocated for research and development for 
clean energy projects, including biofuels, wind, 
solar and low-carbon coal technology. One project 
in particular includes the plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicle (PHEV). These cars are currently avail-
able for consumer purchase, but are hampered by 
costs and lack of battery technology. Additionally, 
the nation’s power grid could currently “fuel” as 
many as 180 million PHEVs if these vehicles are 

charged during times of low electricity demand.  
However, a rapid and more widespread adoption 
of the new technology could severely strain the  
country’s electricity grid. 

Carbon capture and storage (CCS) has three es-
sential parts: capturing the carbon, transporting it 
by pipelines and burying the carbon at the desti-
nation. This is one of the technologies that needs 
more research and development as it does not 
currently exist in a proven setting. One fact we 
need to remember: A program like this would not 
be free to implement - balance is key. 

Cap and trade is a system of regulating green-
house gases (GHG) and is currently utilized in the 
European Union (EU) countries. Carbon dioxide is 
targeted under this regulation which places a limit 
on those entities that emit the gas. Under-emitters 
of the gas can trade their unused allotment to 
excess users. However, actual implementation is 
more complicated as they have realized in the EU.

A recap of energy terms and definitions can be 
found on the adjacent page. I encourage you to 
get an understanding of these concepts because 
you will hear more and more about them. 

As the national discussion continues, you have 
an avenue to become a part of it. How? One 
way would be to join the grassroots awareness 
campaign called “Our Energy, Our Future.”  This 
campaign has been going strong for one year, and 
in that time more than 1.5 million e-mails and let-
ters have been sent to elected officials in Congress. 
To get involved and send a personal message to 
Congress, visit www.ourenergy.coop. d
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Sen. Jim Preuitt (D) 
District 11
Year Elected: 1990 
P.O. Box 1063
Talladega, AL 35161
(334) 242-7898

Sen. Hank Sanders (D) 
District 23
Year Elected: 1983
P.O. Box 1305 
Selma, AL 36702
(334) 242-7860

Sen. Larry Dixon (R) 
District 25
Year Elected: 1982 
820 E. Fairview Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36106
(334) 242-7895

Sen. Ted Little (D) 
District 27
Year Elected: 1986 
410 South Dean Rd.
Auburn, AL 36830
(334)242-7865

Sen. Wendell Mitchell (D)
District 30
Year Elected: 1978
P.O. Box 225
Luverne, AL 36049
(334) 242-7883

Sen. Hank Erwin (R) 
District 14 
Year Elected: 2002
123 Country Hills Rd. 
Montevallo, AL 35115
(334) 242-7873

Sen. Bobby Singleton (D) 
District 24
Year Elected: 2005
105 Cobb St.
Greensboro, AL 36744
(334) 242-7935
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Rep. Ronald G. Johnson (R) 
District 33
Year Elected: 1978 
3770 Sylacauga-Fayette Hwy.
Sylacauga, AL 35151
(334) 242-7777

Rep. Yusuf Salaam (D) 
District 67 
Year Elected: 2002 
230 Franklin St.
Selma, AL 36703
(334) 242-7746

Rep. Greg Wren (R) 
District 75
Year Elected: 2006
4213 Carmichael Rd.
Montgomery, AL 36106
(334) 242-7764

Rep. H. Mac Gipson, Jr. (R) 
District 88
Year Elected: 1994
507 Cook Rd.
Prattville, AL 36067
(334) 242-7695

Rep. Barry Mask (R) 
District 31
Year Elected: 2006
1860 Emerald Mountain 
Pkwy.
Wetumpka, AL 36093
(334) 242-7732

Rep. James M. “Jimmy” Martin (D) 
District 42
Year Elected: 1998
P.O. Box 1214
Clanton, AL 35046
(334) 242-7714

Rep. James L. Thomas (D) 
District 69
Year Elected: 1982
P.O. Box 1089
Camden, AL 36726 
(334) 242-7701

Rep. Betty Carol Graham (D) 
District 81
Year Elected: 1994
3485 Cowpens Rd.
Alexander City, AL 35010
(334) 242-7741

Rep. Cam Ward (R) 
District 49
Year Elected: 2002
1134 County Services Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124
(334) 242-7750

Rep. Ralph Howard (D) 
District 72
Year Elected: 2005
700 M.W. Rollins Ln.
Greensboro, AL. 36744
(334) 242-7759

State Representatives
...in your service area.



An extension cord can be a handy, tempo-      
 rary way to place electrical equipment 

wherever you need it. But if used improperly, 
extension cords can cause fire and injury.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) estimates that 3,300 residential fires 

originate from extension cords each year. 
The most frequent causes of such fires 
are overloading, damage, misuse or 

short circuits.  
Here’s how to reduce the likelhood of electro-

cution or fire:
•When using outdoor tools and appliances, use  

   only extension cords labeled for outdoor use.
•Insert plugs fully, so that no parts of the  

   prongs are exposed.

•Replace cracked or worn extension cords.
•Never run extension cords through walls, un- 

   der rugs or furniture.
•Never try to repair a damaged extension cord  

   with electrical tape; replace it.
•Never overload an extension cord. If any part  

   of the cord feels warm to the touch, replace it.
•Never cut off the ground pin to connect a  

   3-prong appliance cord to a 2-wire extension  
   cord or receptacle. 

•Avoid placing cords where someone could ac- 
   cidentally pull them down or trip over them.

•Cover unused outlets on the extension cord to  
   prevent children from making contact with a  
   live circuit.
Visit www.ourenergy.coop for more safety tips. d 

CAEC lost a dear and long-time friend on 
Jan. 2, when Hampton Holman passed 

away at his home in Rockford. Holman retired in 
2002 after dedicating 56 years of service to Cen-
tral Alabama Electric Cooperative. 

He came to CAEC when he was 22 years old 
as a groundman in Rockford. He later 
became an apprentice lineman with 
CAEC’s Elmore County crew. After three 
years, Holman was transferred to Clan-
ton as a first-class lineman. Five years 
later, he was the youngest employee to 
be promoted to foreman for CAEC. He 
was later promoted to Coosa County 
district manager.

When Holman retired, he spoke 
fondly of days gone by: days of the roll-
ing store, penny postcards and a man’s 
handshake meaning something. He recalled dig-
ging holes for poles with hole diggers, cutting 
rights of way with a bush ax and crosscut saw 
and having one truck to cover the entire county. 
He remembered earning 60 cents an hour, climb-
ing poles and assisting other cooperatives during 

hurricanes and major storms. Even though some 
of those fond memories also conjured up hard 
times, Holman thought those days were simple 
and “really the best of times.”

While speaking about electricity, Holman said 
he appreciated the value of electricity and what it 

meant to his life as a youngster. He of-
ten recalled the first electric appliance 
his father purchased, an electric churn.

“Hamp helped CAEC move forward 
in a time when our industry had been 
under tremendous pressure to change, 
and he provided a steady hand to keep 
getting the job done,” said Tom Stack-
house, CAEC President/CEO. “He was a 
testimony of hard work and dedication. 
He has left a legacy that will endure 
with future generations.”

Holman, a WWII veteran, would have been 83 on 
Jan. 18. He is survived by his wife, Betty Holman; 
son, William Michael Holman; daughter, Diana 
Jean Hatchett; sister, Nannie Lou Favor; three 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. d        
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CAEC Remembers Hamp Holman

CAEC Offices will be closed Monday, Feb. 16,
 in Observance of Presidents Day

Electrical Cord Safety
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How much are you willing to pay 
                   for your power???

Decisions are being made in 
Washington that could
affect your power bill...

For the nation’s electric cooperatives, green 
power is not a new idea. In fact, approxi-

mately 700 of the more than 900 co-ops in the 
country have offered renewable energy options 
to their memberships for decades. 

To hear the current national debate, however, 
one might think that politicians in Washington, 
D.C. are the only ones concerned with being 
green. While they discuss increasing our nation’s 
green power production, are they keeping its 
cost in mind? Cooperative members are working 
together to make sure there’s a balanced ap-
proach when it comes to this national debate. 

Want to help us keep the cost of energy in 
front of Congress? You can – by joining the 
30,000+ individuals already working together on 
the Action Committee for Rural Electrification® 
(ACRE). Membership in ACRE Co-op Owners for 
Political Action®  is easy and the monthly mem-
bership fee is reasonable. Simply give us a call 
at (800) 545-5735 or return the enrollment form 
below. After you join, your electric bill will dis-
play a monthly ACRE membership fee of $2.08.

 Yes! Enroll me in ACRE so that MY voice can be heard in our nation’s capital!
  I understand a low, membership fee of $2.08 will be added to my monthly electric bill. 

  Name______________________________  Account Number_________________

  Address____________________________  Phone Number___________________

  E-mail_____________________________   Signature________________________

Ma i l  To :  ACRE  –  P.O . Box  681570 ,  P r a t t v i l l e ,  AL  36068



Back to the Basics: Conserve101

Stop Blowing  
Your Money

Applying simple efficiency tips around your home can help keep 

your energy costs down. For example, changing your air filters 

regularly to adjusting your thermostat will make saving energy a 

breeze. Conserving today means saving tomorrow.

Fact:  
For a complete l is t  of 

no-cost,  low-cost energy 

saving t ips,  p lease vis i t 

www.caec.coop.


